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AIR REGISTRATION BOARD 


INTRODUCTION 

After the First World War, the International Convention for Aerial 
Navigation was drawn up to cover the rules of international air travel. 
Under this Convention, property owners relinquished the right to 
forbid the trespass of the air above their property, but a State’s general 
sovereignty in the air within its own territory was maintained. The 
State, in allowing air traffic to take place over property, assumed, by 
implication, the responsibility for ensuring that neither the persons nor 
the property flown over were endangered. It was argued by many 
interested in civil aviation that this State obligation of safeguarding 
nationals’ interests was much more remote than the material interest 
of those actually engaged in civil aviation. 


A further aspect of the situation was that, so far as the enforcement 
of the Convention was concerned, and so far as the enforcement of 
national Air Navigation Regulations was concerned, control in the 
United Kingdom remained with the Air Ministry. Arising out of the 
development of civil aviation after the First World War, it was felt by 
those directly concerned with civil aviation that technical requirements 
laid down by a technical department of the Air Ministry would always 
be influenced by the needs of the Service in what was most suitable 
regarding materials, methods and standards for the user rather than by 
airworthiness considerations alone. 


At about this time also an “Order” was made to restrict the flying 
of uncertificated aircraft. This fact, together with certain other cir¬ 
cumstances, gave rise to strong protests to the Secretary of State for 
Air which led him to set up a Committee under Lord Corel! to examine 
the requirements of the Air Navigation Regulations and in particular 
those governing private flying, Certificates of Airworthiness and 
systems of administrative control by the Air Ministry. 


As a result of the discussions of the Gorell Committee it appeared 
most reasonable that control of civil aviation should be exercised to a 
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large degree by those who had a particular material interest in it :— 

(a) The Operators, carrying passengers and freight, who need air¬ 
worthy aircraft to ensure, as far as possible, a freedom from 
accidents, with standards of airworthiness obtainable without great 
expense in purchase and insurance. 

(b) The Insurers, who must be reasonably certain that the premium 
received will compare favourably with the risk taken in respect 
of aircraft having a high standard of airworthiness. 

(c) The Constructors, who depend on the sale of aircraft which are 
satisfactory in all ways to the operator. 

(d) The Public, as passengers or forwarders of freight, who must be 
ensured of reasonably safe transport in relation to the charges 
made. 


All these classes of people enter voluntarily into the business of 
flying, and the obligation remains with them to see that air travel is 
made as safe as is possible, and it was considered they should assume 
the obligations involved in its control. 


Powers were accordingly granted to the Secretary of State for Air 
under the Air Navigation Act 1936 to delegate certain of his functions 
to an appropriately constituted Board, and, in 1937 the Air Registration 
Board was formed. These functions are now delegated by the Minister 
of Aviation who has powers under the Civil Aviation Act. 


CONSTITUTION 

The Board was incorporated under the Companies Act 1929, the 
guarantee liability of the members being limited to £1. 


No payment of any form is permitted or made to members for their 
services. 
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Membership is limited to eighteen made up of four each from the 
Operators (Group I), Constructors (Group 2), Insurers (Group 3), and 
Co-opted members (Group 4), and two members appointed by the 
Minister of Aviation. 

Any vacancies in Groups I, 2 or 3 are filled after consultation with 
the class of persons represented by the Group in which the vacancy 
arises. 


FINANCE 

The Board’s income is derived, in the main, from fees for the issue 
and renewal of Certificates of Airworthiness, the certification of engines 
and equipment, the technical examination of maintenance personnel 
and pilots, and the approval of firms’ Design and Inspection Organi¬ 
sations. 


ORGANISATION 

The Executive of the Board is responsible for ensuring that the 
decisions of the Board, its Council and Committees, are complied with. 
The Council of the Board, which includes all members, meets at approxi¬ 
mately monthly intervals. 

The total staff employed is approximately 350 persons, which 
includes clerical as well as technical staff. In addition to the Head 
Office at Redhill there are sixteen Area Offices in the United Kingdom 
and eight offices overseas. 


FUNCTIONS 

Duties delegated to the Board include the following :— 

(a) The grant and revocation of such approvals as may be required 
under Part II of the Air Navigation Order, I960. 

(b) The formulation and publication of requirements in respect of the 
matters to which Part II of the Air Navigation Order, I960, relates. 
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(c) The investigation of the extent to which those requirements are 
complied with, either generally or in particular cases. 

(d) The making of recommendations to the Minister of Aviation as to 
the issue, validation, suspension and revocation of certificates of 
airworthiness, under the Air Navigation Order, I960. 

(e) The renewal and variation of certificates of airworthiness and of 
certificates of validation. 

(f) The making of recommendations to the Minister of Aviation as to 
the issue of permits to fly. 

(g) The grant, validation, renewal and variation of licences of aircraft 
maintenance engineers under the Air Navigation Order, I960. 


(h) The making of recommendations to the Minister of Aviation as to 
the fitness of any person to hold a licence under the Air Navigation 
Order, I960, as a member of the flight crew of an aircraft, having 
regard to his technical knowledge of aircraft. 

(i) Advising the Minister as to the competence of any operator to 
secure that aircraft operated by him are operated safely having 
regard to his arrangements for the carrying out of work in respect 
of which a certificate of maintenance or compliance is required 
under the Air Navigation Order, I960. 

In order to carry out these duties the Board, amongst other things, 
approves design and inspection organisations of firms for the construc¬ 
tion, repair and overhaul of aircraft and components ; approves engines 
and power plants ; approves modifications to aircraft; approves types 
of instruments and equipment ; approves maintenance schedules in 
respect of aircraft ; inspects and approves training courses for prospec¬ 
tive licensed aircraft engineers ; prepares flight manuals and perfor¬ 
mance schedules for aircraft and publishes technical literature. 

In addition the Board can provide technical advice and assistance 
on a wide range of aeronautical subjects. It is thus able to act in an 
advisory capacity, through resident Surveyors, to several overseas 
governments. 
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